but the standard of the articles varies widely and there is inevitably a good deal of repetition.
There are useful reviews of the development of methods for measuring intraluminal pressures, including the telemetering capsule, and of the motility patterns of different parts of the gastrointestinal tract and the effect of drugs. The chapters on clinical aspects of disturbances of motility are particularly interesting, e.g. "New Drugs in the Therapy of Constipation", "Infectious Diarrheeas", "Diarrheea in the Young Child", "Acute Dilation of the Stomach and Paralytic Ileus", and the symposium on "Functional Constipation". On the other hand it is surprising that so much space has been allotted to the malabsorption syndrome, regional ileitis, and ulcerative colitis, whereas the dysphagias are dismissed in a few pages. Yet the aesophagus is the only part of the alimentary canal where recent advances in "basic knowledge" have clarified the mechanism of disorders of motility.
In one of the chapters on biliary tract disorders, the author makes a point of "the relative infrequency of postcholecystectomy syndrome in Britain as compared with elsewhere". It is therefore surprising to find that the only contribution by a British author is a long chapter on biliary dyskinesia. Diagnostic Radioisotopes. By Charles A. Owen, Jr., M.D., Ph.D.(Med. exocrine, endocrine and neoplastic aspects of pancreatic disease. In the first section Dr. Busch describes studies of the synthesis of pancreatic enzymes, the physiological regulation of pancreatic secretion and the drugs that influence it-The actions of the pancreatic enzymes are discussed and also diseases associated with disturbance of exocrine function. The second section is devoted to endocrine secretions of the pancreas. The discussion of the mode of action of insulin is unexpectedly brief although there is a detailed account of current views on carbohydrate metabolism. The clinical aspects of diabetes are reviewed including the biochemistry of diabetic ketosis, the use of insulin and the oral hypoglyc,Tmic agents-sulphonamide derivatives and diguanides. Clinical hypoglycTmic syndromes are described and the remarkable statement is made that "most of the mild signs of hypoglycemia develop in patients whose blood sugar level is approximately 75 to 85 mg/100 ml plasma". The final section is mainly an account of biochemical abnormalities of neoplastic tissue. in animals. This is an interesting and easily read little book. It provides the physician with up-to-date biochemical information about malabsorption syndromes, diabetes and neoplastic diseases. Tindall and Cox Ltd. 1960 . Sir Cecil Wakeley in his preface to this book writes "It is almost impossible for the busy practitioner to keep abreast of all these new advances". This is the sort of publication which makes it almost possible. The lay-out and print are pleasant and attractive and the subject matter is practical and well presented. It contains no great tracts of theoretical knowledge and erudition, but each chapter, and there are thirty-two
